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Synopsis

Area 51lt is the most famous military installation in the world. And it doesn’t exist. Located a mere
seventy-five miles outside of Las Vegas in Nevada’s desert, the base has never been
acknowledged by the U.S. government-but Area 51 has captivated imaginations for decades. Myths
and hypotheses about Area 51 have long abounded, thanks to the intense secrecy enveloping it.
Some claim it is home to aliens, underground tunnel systems, and nuclear facilities. Others believe
that the lunar landing itself was filmed there. The prevalence of these rumors stems from the fact
that no credible insider has ever divulged the truth about his time inside the base. Until now. Annie
Jacobsen had exclusive access to nineteen men who served the base proudly and secretly for
decades and are now aged 75-92, and unprecedented access to fifty-five additional military and
intelligence personnel, scientists, pilots, and engineers linked to the secret base, thirty-two of whom
lived and worked there for extended periods. In Area 51, Jacobsen shows us what has really gone
on in the Nevada desert, from testing nuclear weapons to building super-secret, supersonic jets to
pursuing the War on Terror.This is the first book based on interviews with eye witnesses to Area 51
history, which makes it the seminal work on the subject. Filled with formerly classified information
that has never been accurately decoded for the public, Area 51 weaves the mysterious activities of
the top-secret base into a gripping narrative, showing that facts are often more fantastic than fiction,

especially when the distinction is almost impossible to make.
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Customer Reviews

I’'m through the first four chapters of the book and | can already see that the author got an "F" in



science. She may be a good reporter and a skilled writer, but she should have the book reviewed by
a knowledgeable science consultant before publishing. The mistakes are so obvious that they
destroy all credibility.Here are some examples. On page 21, the author refers to the panic caused
by the radio broadcast of the "War of the Worlds". She mentions that the public was "sensitized" due
to recent technological advances, and she cites the jet engine, the radar and the microwave oven.
None of these devices were known to the general public in 1938. Experimental jet engines were
being developed in the UK and Germany, but were virtually unheard of in the USA. Radar was also
in an experimental phase, and shrouded by a great deal of secrecy because of its military potential.
The secrecy was so great that even the German military was not aware about the progress made in
the field in the USA and UK, lets alone general public. Finally, the heating effect of microwaves was
not discovered until 1945.Then on page 29 the author says that the nuclear blast travels at 100
mph. As with any explosion, the shockwave travels at the speed of sound (approx. 700 mph).On
page 33 she refers to Peenemunde as the fabrication site for German V2 rockets. V2 was produced
at Mittelwerk in the Kohnstein. The initial production line built at Peenemunde was destroyed in a
RAF bomd raid. Peenemunde was the test site for V2 rockets, not a production site.On page 34, the
author refers to V2 as a "winged missile". V1 was the winged missile (a precursor of today’s cruise

missiles), while the V2 was a ballistic missile without wings, only small control surfaces in the tail.

From: td-barnes.com/blog/?p=105 "Stolen Valor" By one of Jacobsen’s sources:Today is Memorial
Day 2011, a day for remembering the sacrifices of our men and women in uniform. For many of us
who listened to Coast-to-Coast radio last night, it is a day that we Roadrunners of Groom Lake,
a.k.a. Area 51 realize that our valor has been stolen by an author who refuses to repent her literary
crimes and errors described herein.Many members of our Roadrunner association fought in World
War Il, Korea, Viet Nam, and the Cold War. For years on end, we worked in secrecy, leaving our
homes on Monday morning and returning on Friday night, unable for almost half a century to tell our
families where wefd been or what we did. Over the past few years the Roadrunners nudged the
edge of the security envelope as we sought to establish the legacy of our proud U-2 Aquatone and
A-12 Oxcart sacrifices and contributions to our nations security and survival of the Cold War. In
2007, the CIA declassified our identities in the projects, which enabled us to publish our individual
participation for the benefit of history, family, and friends. We circled the wagons and as a band of
brothers told our stories and contributed to stories establishing the legacy of those already departed
on their final flight. For this their families and friends were very grateful. Approximately two years

ago, Annie Jacobsen, an established author and contributing editor for the LA Times wrote an



excellent article entitled The Road to Area 51, which described the beginning of our Project Oxcart.
Because of the success of the article, Mrs. Jacobsen undertook to author a book about the projects

and Roadrunner participants, which we embraced with open arms.

Finished the book, and | did not care for it for a few main reasons. | cannot believe how much
attention this is getting. The parts about the U2 and A12/SR71 were for the most part pretty good,
but much had been already written there.For an article showing her previous embellishment see
this. She has a history of misrepresenting things. They won't let me post a link but look on Snopes
and search for Annie Jacobsen. You will see how she operates.The first sign that there were issues
was in her own article promoting the book. She wrote in an article shortly before the book came out
this statement: "one of the NERVA tests, which allowed a Mars-bound nuclear rocket to overheat to
4,000+ degrees Celsius until it burst, sending radioactive chunks as large as 148 pounds into the
atmosphere". Do a search for this phrase and you can find the article on the web. This statement is
completely false. The really annoying thing is her book doesn’t even say this. She is much closer to
the truth in the book itself that a reactor (not a rocket) was detonated on the ground as part of a
planned test. They never launched a mars-bound rocket from the NTS and she knew this but
willingly exaggerated in her promotional article. | have a problem with an author who can’t even
reference HER OWN MATERIAL accurately. What does that say about the rest of the book?Overall
the three major flaws with this book are as follows:1. She talked a lot about the Nevada Test Site
and clearly had not done much research on it as many statements were factually wrong. She greatly
exaggerates the nuclear rocket test stories and Project 57 and makes them sound far worse than

they are.
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